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TOGETHER WE CAN BEAT

CORONAVIRUS 

SOCIAL GATHERINGS  

REMAIN PROHIBITED  
UNDER LOCKDOWN LEVEL 3.  

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY, HELP CURB THE SPREAD OF 
CORONAVIRUS BY PRACTICING GOOD HYGIENE AND ADHERE 

TO GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS.

CHOOSE TO PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS 

W E  A R E  T O G E T H E R  I N  T H E  W A R  A G A I N S T  C O V I D - 1 9

BRANCHES AT:
48 BRAID STREET, SCOTTSVILLE, PIETERMARITZBURG, 3201 / TEL: 033 342 5406 / 9052

SHOP 25, LIBERTY MIDLANDS MALL, 50 SANCTUARY ROAD,
PIETERMARITZBURG, 3201 (NEXT TO PLANET FITNESS) / TEL: 033 342 4859 / 4886

Email: rsingh@worldonline.co.za

Platelet Rich Therapy is 
the latest therapy using 
the PATIENTS OWN 
BLOOD to enhance the 
beauty of the skin
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PRP THERAPY for HAIR LOSS

Platelet poor plasma

Blood  
collection

Separation of Platelets 
in Centrifuge

PRP injection into 
the affected area

Platelet rich plasma

Red blood cells

DR R SINGH 
SPECIALIST DERMATOLOGIST

100 Ridge Road, Musgrave, Durban, 4001 
Tel: 031 208 0694/5/6
www.dermdoctor.co.za 

www.midlandslaserclinic.co.za
DEBIT / CREDIT  ACCEPTED

P.R.P. PLATELET RICH PLASMA TREATMENT BEFORE & AFTER

It is used to:
• Treat Acne scars
• Facial rejuvenation (Anti aging)
• Hand Rejuvenation
• Hair Loss (Balding)
• Stretch marks
ALL PROCEDURES DONE BY 
A MEDICAL SPECIALIST

Individual results may vary

ASKED by his family to quit his job fol-
lowing regular encounters with heav-
ily armed guerrillas, a Ugandan field 
ranger reckons this is not an option.

Samuel Loware’s work in Kidepo 
Valley National Park – a wild frontier 
region bordering on South Sudan – 
has seen him shortlisted as a finalist 
in Africa’s 2020 Rhino Conservation 
Awards, alongside 11 others.

This year’s awards coincide with 
World Ranger Day on July 31. 

Organised by the Game Rangers 
Association of Africa (Graa), the awards 
are split into four categories: best field 
ranger, best game ranger, best conserv-
ation practitioner and best conserva-
tion supporter.

The awards “pay tribute to the 
exceptional courage of those who are 
fighting, often putting their own lives 
at risk, to give hope to our children 
and to enable the species under threat 
today to continue to contribute to the 
diversity of nature”, said Prince Albert 
II of Monaco, a patron of the Rhino 
Conservation Awards.

In Uganda’s Kidepo Valley, 
Loware has become something of a  
legend, according to the Guardian 
newspaper’s global environment 
editor, Jonathan Watts.

In a 2018 article, Watts said count-
less desperate people in neighbouring 
Sudan were taking their AK47 and 
Kalashnikov guns on raids across the 
border, terrorising villagers, hunting 
antelopes, zebras, buffaloes and other 
animals for meat, or killing elephants 
and ostriches on behalf of Chinese 
ivory and bone-marrow smugglers.

Watts describes how Loware was 
once shot alongside a villager while 
tracking a poacher trying to flee back 

over the border with contraband meat.
As the two pursuers approached 

a gully, the poacher opened fire 
from behind a tree.  One shot passed 
through the chest of the villager, kill-
ing him instantly, and into the body 
of Loware. 

He had to be driven several hours 
to a hospital where X-rays enabled a 
surgeon to cut out the bullet, lodged 
four inches down his back.

On another mission, Loware saw 
his commander killed in a gun battle 
with Sudanese poachers. 

But such incidents have not 
deterred Loware, said Watts. Unlike 
Sundanese poachers – mostly teenagers 
who have spent their lives in war 
zones with no education or concept 
of conservation – Loware was raised 

to believe in wildlife protection as a 
necessity and an opportunity.

He continues to play a key role 
in human-wildlife conflict resolution, 
showing “even the most hostile com-
munities the value of parks and the 
wildlife in them”, said Graa chief exec-
utive Andrew Campbell.

Up against Loware in the field ran-
ger category are Julius Kaputo, who 
works in Lower Zambezi National Park, 
and Losas Lenamunyi, who works for 
Northern Rangelands Trust in Kenya.

The shortlisted finalists in best 
game ranger category are Albert Smith 
and Don English, both working for 
SANParks in the Kruger National Park, 
and Benson Kanyembo, a law enforce-
ment adviser to Zambia’s Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife.

Kanyembo leads a team of scouts 
in the South Luangwa National Park. 
Last year they were responsible for 
the arrest of 76 poachers and illegal 
traders and the confiscation of 400kgs 
of ivory. He also leads anti-snaring 
programmes without which nearly 
all wildlife in the park would have 
declined severely, reads his citation.

More than 600km south, in the  
vast Zambezi Valley of Zimbabwe, 
Lynne Taylor’s work in supporting 
rangers has seen her shortlisted as a 
finalist in the best conservation sup-
porter category.

Taylor directs the Tashinga Initia-
tive Trust which provides essential 
support to rangers, often at great risk. 

This has included boosting the  
supplies of anti-poaching equipment, 
the installation of multiple solar- 
powered water pumps, and VHF radio 
connectivity and VSAT for the internet 
to enable real-time response across  
the region.

Taylor has also introduced vege-
table gardens and supported rangers’ 
children’s education, “instilling a  
sense of pride and common purpose 
among the ranger community”, reads 
her citation.

Other finalists in best conserva-
tion supporter category are SANParks’ 
Environmental Crime and Corporate 
Investigations Unit for combating 
organised wildlife crime syndicates, 
and environmental group WWF-SA 
Wildlife Programme for work in  
conserving rhinos and other endan-
gered wildlife.

In best conservation practitioner 
category, South Africa’s Green Scor-
pions are in the running for an award, 
alongside Marula South (IPZ) Rangers 
in the Kruger National Park (KNP), and 
the SANParks KNP Air-wing.

The Green Scorpions have been 
particularly effective in the Eastern 
Cape, focusing mainly on illegal  
hunting, whether by dogs or  
organised crime syndicates, and on 
smuggling of plants, especially cycads 
and succulents.

“Their efforts saw the jailing of a 
main cycad syndicate leader in 2019 
for 18 years and other cycad smugglers 
receiving prison sentences, too. The 
illegal cycad trade has now almost 
completely stopped in the province,” 
said Campbell.

“Each organisation and individ-
ual that has been shortlisted has  
contributed in some way to a  
conservation success story, allowing 
species to flourish in their natural 
environments.” 

●  The winners of each category 
will be announced across Rhino  
Conservation Award’s social  
media platforms and www.roving 
reporters.co.za over the course of 
World Ranger Day.

This story is part of Roving Reporters’ 
Thin Green Line series. See Page 14

The work of courageous game rangers comes under the spotlight at 
Africa’s 2020 Rhino Conservation Awards
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Brave protectors 
of the wild frontiers

FRED KOCKOTT

LEGENDARY field ranger Samuel Loware. 

IN ZAMBIA’S South Luangwa National  
Park, Benson Kanyembo leads a team  
of 65 anti-poaching scouts determined 
to save the country’s second-largest 
population of elephants. 

DIRECTOR of the Tashinga Initiative Trust  
in Zimbabwe, Lynne Taylor, reckons that  
a physically, mentally healthy ranger  
team that is motivated, well-equipped  
and adequately trained is a vital 
conservation need. 
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KZN trio up 
for ‘Oscars 
of Science’

THREE of the finalists in what is 
regarded as the ‘Science Oscars of 
South Africa’ are from KwaZulu-Natal.

The 2019/2020 NSTF-South32 
Awards honour and celebrate out-
standing contributions to science, 
engineering and technology (SET) and 
innovation. 

Professor Faizal Bux, Professor 
Pragashnie Govender and Dr Abraham 
Singels are among the list of academics 
from around the country.

Bux, director and professor of the 
Institute for Water and Wastewater 
Technology at DUT, said he was hon-
oured to be a nominated finalist in 
two categories.

“One (of the awards) is the Lifetime 
Award; it is a very prestigious nom-
ination and being on this platform 
with very eminent scientists in the 
country makes me thrilled, excited and 
honoured...” said Bux.  

Govender, academic leader of 
research and associate professor of 
the  Discipline of Occupational Ther-
apy in the School of Health Sciences 
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, 
is a nominated finalist for the TW 
Kambule-NSTF: Emerging Researcher 
Award.

“My story is one of humble begin-
nings and many challenges.

“It’s in moments like these that I am 
reminded that I have been blessed to 
be surrounded, and inevitably, shaped 
by many people I have encountered in 
this life, especially a line of resilient 
women (my grandmother and mum) 
who strived in the face of adversity 
to give me the opportunities I have 
had,” she said.

Singels, a nominated finalist of 
the Special Annual Theme Award for 
Plant Health and Water Research Com-
mission Awards, was unfortunately 
unavailable for comment at the time 
of publishing. 

Singels is an honorary associate 
professor of the College of Agriculture, 
Engineering and Science at the School 
of Agricultural Earth and Environ-
mental Sciences at UKZN.

He is also the principal agrono-
mist of the SA Sugarcane Research 
Institute and extraordinary professor: 
Department of Plant Production and 
Soil Sciences, Faculty of Natural and 
Agricultural Sciences at the University 
of Pretoria.

● The winners of the 2019/2020 
NSTF-South32 Awards will be 
announced at a virtual ceremony  on 
July 30, at 7 pm. 

REESHNI CHASLYN CHETTY
reeshni.chetty@inl.co.za

PROFESSOR FAIZAL BUX

PROFESSOR PRAGASHNIE GOVENDER

DR. ABRAHAM SINGELS

IOL.CO.ZA  

CRICKET SA 
MOURNS THE 
PASSING OF BABOO 
EBRAHIM)

Cricket South Africa 
(CSA) has expressed 
sadness at the 
passing of Ismail 
‘Baboo’ Ebrahim in 
Durban at the age of 
73. Baboo was one 
of the outstanding 
South African spin 
bowlers of the 1960s 
and 1970s who would 
undoubtedly have 
played as many Test 
matches for his country 
as the 48 first-class 
games to which he 
was limited. In those 
matches he took 179 
wickets at an average 
of 21.33 with an 
economy rate of 2.12 
including eight five-
wicket hauls and two 
10-wicket hauls.


