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 Q U A R A N T I N E

Converting grounds could cost Royal Show hosts

WHILE the KZN Department of 
Health is keeping mum on the costs 
involved in turning the Royal Show 
showgrounds in Pietermaritzburg into 
a Covid-19 quarantine facility, the 
organisation that hosts the annual 
agricultural event there is set to lose 
millions. 

The Royal Agricultural Society of 
Natal, responsible for the Royal Show, 
had to cancel the event.

Showground halls 6, 7 and 9 and 
the Olympia Hall will be converted 
into a quarantine site. An estimated 
2 141 beds will be made available for 
isolation while 479 will be reserved for 
quarantine purposes.

President Cyril Ramaphosa did an 
oversight inspection on Tuesday and 
commended Premiere Sihle Zikalala for 
the efforts by the province to prepare 
for the worst times ahead.

Terry Strachan, chief executive of 
the showgrounds, said they did not 
have much of an option when the 
provincial Health Department iden-
tified the showgrounds as one of the 
venues for a quarantine facility.

He said they then had to cancel the 
2020 Royal Show which generated a 
net figure of about R3 million.

“We’re a public service entity and 
pride ourselves on serving our prov-
ince and its people. We’ve done that 
for 170 years,” he said. 

“When the Department of Health 
experienced a problem and asked 
us for assistance it would have been 
grossly improper to turn around and 
say we’re not in a position to hold their 
hand and help through this crisis.”

The showgrounds occupy 13 hec-
tares of land and the facility will only 
take up one hectare. It’s been desig-
nated as a “stepping stone” and not 
an isolation site.

When people living in congested 
communities are suspected of having 
the virus they will be moved to the 
facility, where they can be tested and 
isolated pending their results.

If results are negative, they will be 
discharged and allowed to go home, 
but individuals testing positive will 
be transferred to a provincial hospital 
isolation facility.

Strachan said that once the facility 
was no longer needed by the Depart-
ment of Health, it would be fully 

decontaminated and handed back to 
them.

“It will be handed back to us in an 
absolute sterile condition, probably 
cleaner than it’s ever been before, and 
I have no doubt that we will carry on 
with business as usual thereafter,” he 
said. 

“Businesses within the show-
grounds are well outside of these facili-
ties and workers don’t stand a chance 
of being affected. If any operator on 
site who uses our facilities wishes to 
stay there, they are welcome to do so.”

A date for the 2021 show has 
already been confirmed for May 28 
until June 6, and the organisers are 
hoping that it will be a cut-and-paste 
of what had been planned for 2020.  

“I foresee that the sun will rise 
again tomorrow and life will carry 
on. We have been in tough situations 
before and we’ll work our way through 
this one and there will be light at the 
end of the tunnel,” said Strachan.

The KZN Department of Health 
did not respond to questions by the 
Sunday Tribune pertaining to costs and 
infrastructure, saying: “We are not in 
a position to share that info yet. It is 
work in progress.”
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Farmers await relief packages
Smallholders are facing a crisis in  
KZN due to the Covid-19 pandemic

THOUSANDS of emerging farmers in 
KwaZulu-Natal waiting for relief pack-
ages are losing hope as the Covid-19 
pandemic disrupts food supply chains.

The Department of Agriculture, 
Land Reform and Rural Development 
has promised support for small-
holder and communal farmers from 
a R1.2 billion Covid-19 disaster fund 
that has been established. More than 
55 000 applications have been received 
nationally during the application win-
dow from April 8 to April 22. The cat-
egories of farmers that will be included 
in a possible second round of appli-
cations were smallholder sugar cane 
farmers, wool producers, and other 
smallholder farmers in the former 
homelands and townships.

Cattle farmer Hertzog Zuma, 77, 
from Essex farm in Mpendle, Mid-
lands said he was not making money 
after auctioneering was temporarily 
banned. He pleaded with the depart-
ment to assist him with supplements 
and bales to feed his more than 180 
head of cattle. 

“I need to auction about 60 head 
of cattle but it’s difficult because auc-
tions are rare to find in my area. I also 
cannot travel to auctions far away due 
to lockdown regulations,” said Zuma. 

Zuma said he also lost business 
from residents in the village who were 
banned from having weddings and 
traditional ceremonies. 

“Winter season is often booming 
with the business for cattle farmers. 
People prefer having ceremonies dur-
ing the cold winter climate because it 
prevents the meat from getting stale 
and guarantees the freshness,” Zuma 
said. 

Crop farmer Bheki Nene of Gugule-
thu farm in Mooi River-Mpofana said 

their 50-hectare farm had an annual 
turnover of over R2 million but they 
had not received funds after sending 
an application. He said should they 
not receive the funding they may be 
forced to lay off casual staff. Nene said 
commercial farmers have assisted them 
with farming skills to sustain their 
vegetable farm.

Deane Khanyile, the beef farmer, 
commended the department for intro-
ducing a stimulus package. He said his 
workers were safe from retrenchment 
due to the Covid-19 crisis. 

“We have received support in terms 
of credit notes from our local suppliers, 
but our main challenge is the lack of 
market for our crops that are currently 
on in our fields as that market for us is 
generally street vendors. We have not 
fired any employees,” said Khanyile. 

However, Phineas Gumede, the 
President of the KZN Agricultural 
Union, Kwanalu, confirmed that more 
than a thousand applications have 
been sent through but with no acknow-
ledgement from the department. He 
said the government could not handle 
the volume of beneficiaries. Gumede 
mentioned that the delay in funding 
will have detrimental consequences 
because it may affect the markets. He 
said the department should have con-
sulted with experts from AgriSA, and 
other community-based organisations 
to avoid glitches in the system. He said 
commercial farmers assisted develop-
ing farmers with accessing the market. 

“Farming is seasonal and market 
regulated. Once a farmer fails to meet 
targets, he loses the market because 
orders have already been placed with 
consumers expecting to find stock on 
the shelves. Markets are about plan-
ning, time, quality and quantity input 
– failure to meet this obligation as a 
farmer will result in the cancellation 
of the contract,” said Gumede. 

Makhathini Flats cotton farmer 
Gumede whose 70% of his cotton crop 
has also been battered by drought said 
it was a pity that commercial farmers 
producing raw products were excluded 
from the relief package.

“Due to lockdown when informal 
vendors cannot sell cooked corn on 

the cob and green pepper on the street, 
it affects the farmer with tons of har-
vest in reserve,” said Gumede. 

Mack Makhathini, spokesperson 
for the Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development confirmed that 
officials were assessing about 3 293 
applications received from emerging 

farmers. He said the department had 
offices across the province to offer 
assistance to the affected farmers.

“The department has also desig-
nated critical functions supporting 
farmers as an essential service, includ-
ing extension and advisory services 
personnel,” said Makhathini.
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KWANALU president Phineas Gumede with his drought-stricken cotton crop.
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Awards to acknowledge ‘wild warriors’

PLANS for this year’s Rhino Conserva-
tion Awards, a prestigious event which 
promotes the work of game changers 
in the conservation fraternity in Africa, 
are alive and well amid the worldwide 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The awards are a vital tool in rais-
ing awareness of those who fight for 
the environment on a daily basis, said 
Chris Galliers, president of the Inter-
national Ranger Federation.

The Awards were founded in 2011 
by Dr Larry Hansen, founder of the 
Carl Zeiss Tiger Conservation Award, 
and Xiaoyang Yu, founding partner 
of China New Enterprise Investment 
(CNEI), in association with the Game 
Rangers Association of Africa (Graa).

Their founding ethos was to 
acknowledge those on the front line 
of rhino conservation. This year’s 
awards expand the focus to include 
all “wilderness warriors” working in 
endangered species conservation.

The awards come amid the global 
economic crisis precipitated by the cor-

onavirus. This has impacted on one of 
southern Africa’s biggest money-spin-
ners: the tourism sector.

Given this, the awards assume par-
ticular significance, said Francois du 
Toit, chief executive of the African 
Conservation Trust (ACT).

“They provide recognition to 
unsung heroes in our conservation 
sector, who now face critical resource 
shortages,” said Du Toit.

Dr Andrew Venter, the South Afri-
can director of the Cambridge Institute 
for Sustainability Leadership in South 
Africa (CISL SA), agreed.

“There’s no tourism activity hap-
pening at the moment at all. That 
income flow has dried up for all the 
destinations and communities, and 
conservation work associated with 
them,” said Venter.

So, initiatives such as the Rhino 
Conservation Awards helped 
strengthen the resolve of key individ-
uals, he said.

This year, the Awards are split 
into four categories: best field  
ranger, best game ranger, best conserv-

ation practitioner, and best conserva-
tion supporter.

The awards were initially sched-
uled for July 3, but the lockdown dis-
rupted these plans. A new date remains 
undecided, and the deadline for nom-
inations has been extended to May 14. 

One of 2019’s awards finalists was 
Stroop, a documentary about rhino 
poaching, produced by Bonné de Bod 
and Susan Scott. Also recognised was 
the Southern African Wildlife College’s 
K9 Unit, a team of trained dogs and 
their handlers, who track and appre-
hend poachers.

Other previous award-winners 
include Kingsley Holgate, a South 
African explorer and conservationist 
and his Rhino Art – Let the Children’s 
Voices be Heard campaign. Its object-
ive is to gather the largest number 
of children’s voices recorded in sup-
port of rhino conservation and to use 
these messages from the youth as a 
worldwide call to action against rhino 
poaching. 

The initiative included the Izintaba 
Zobombo Expedition, which traversed 

the Lubombo Mountain Range, that 
forms South Africa’s border with 
Mozambique, from Zimbabwe in the 
north to the Indian Ocean. Using art 
and soccer, the campaign has so far 
reached over 600 000 youth – mainly 
throughout southern and central Africa.   

|  www.rovingreporters.co.za

Du Toit is a Rhodes journalism student, 
enrolled on Roving Reporters training 
project: Developing Environmental 
Watchdogs.

LAURA DU TOIT

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa during a walkabout at the quarantine site in Pietermartizburg 
this week

RANGERS working amid critical resource shortages are among ‘wilderness warriors’ 
nominated for the 2020 Rhino Conservation Awards.  |  CHRIS GALLIERS

During the period  
of lockdown, we 
are not carrying  
the Lotto results, 

which can be  
found online
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DURBAN (Greyvillle) 15 | 28

TODAY’S FORECAST
Sunny

DURBAN 5-DAY FORECAST
Monday Sunny 17 | 30
Tuesday Partly cloudy 16 | 25
Wednesday Partly cloudy 15 | 25
Thursday Partly cloudy 13 | 22
Friday Sunny 13 | 26

DURBAN TODAY
High tide 05:18  |  17:40 Low tide 11:30  |  23:46
Sunrise   06:31 Sunset    17:14
Humidity  50%     Wind: Gentle – NE

Phases of the moon

INTERNATIONAL TEMPERATURES

POPULAR CITIES & TOWNS
 Max | Min
Pretoria 9 | 24
Johannesburg 7 | 22
Cape Town 15 | 26
Pietermaritzburg 10 | 27
Margate 16 | 27
Bloemfontein 5 | 23
Polokwane 10 | 23
Upington 11 | 29
Port Elizabeth 13 | 32
East London 17 | 29
George 14 | 30
Kimberley 6 | 24

Harare 10 | 24
Abuja 23 | 34
Cairo 17 | 33
Jerusalem 10 | 22
Rome 16 | 26
Madrid 13 | 18
Paris 16 | 24
London 7 | 16
Berlin 13 | 23

Moscow 9 | 15
New Delhi 35 | 47
Beijing 19 | 26
Tokyo 18 | 24
Canberra 0 | 11
Wellington 11 | 14
Ottawa -1 | 6
Washington 4 | 19
Brasilia 15 | 23

Last quarter May 14
New moon May 22
First quarter May 30
Full moon June 5

Moonrise  20:03  |  Moonset  10:33

More forecasts, weatherSA.co.za

BYSTANDERS survey damaged trucks after a 
tornado hit Apocada in Nuevo León, Mexico, 
on Friday.  |  DANIEL BECERRIL REUTERS

Dam River %This %Last Last
  week week year
Albert Falls Mgeni 42.4 39.8 49.1
Bivane Dam Bivane 100.3 100.5 100.5
Craigie Burn Mnyamvubu 80.4 79.1 83.1
Driel Barrage Tugela 95.4 95.4 99.8
Goedertrouw Mhlatuze 56.2 55.9 50.2
Hazelmere Mdloti 58.4 58.8 55.5
Hluhluwe Hluhluwe  84.3 84.7 90.4
Inanda Mgeni  89.1 87.9 75.4
Klipfontein Wit Mfolozi  77.7 76.3 100.0
Mearns Mooi 100.5 75.1 67.9
Midmar Mgeni 100.5 100.8 100.4
Nagle Mgeni 99.5 99.6 97.3
Ntshingwayo Ngagane 78.2 78.5 84.7
Pongolapoort Phongolo 43.8 43.6 47.6
Spioenkop Tugela 100.0 100.0 100.0
Spring Grove Mooi 73.2 70.7 86.9
Wagendrift Boesman 101.0 100.8 101.0
Woodstock Tugela 94.2 94.2 94.7
Zaaihoek Slang 68.9 69.2 78.4

Total  62.8 62.4 65.0
|  The Department of Water Affairs, based on 
latest available data
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