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A LOCAL man is claiming almost 
R400 000 in damages from Chubb 
Security for allegedly arriving 30 min-
utes late when his house was being 
robbed.

Cameron Christian of Scottsville 
interrupted burglars when he got 
home and was badly assaulted, court 
papers said. The assailants made off 
with various items that included cam-
eras, sunglasses, a DVD player, televi-
sions and gold jewellery.

In addition, Christian had to spend 
R26 000 repairing the damage the 
robbers caused to his piano and R710 
to repair his dining room. The loot 
amounted to R309 842. Christian 
claimed from his insurance company 
and was only paid out R152 137. He is 
claiming the shortfall from Chubb.

In addition, he is also claiming 
R250 000 for pain and suffering fol-
lowing the injuries he sustained.

Yesterday, Christian’s attorney Siva 
Chetty was ready to start with the trial 
in the Pietermaritzburg Magistrate’s 
Court to determine if Chubb is indeed 
liable. However, the matter had to be 
adjourned.

Chubb first wants the issue of 
whether or not it is in breach of the 
contract between the parties to be de-
termined. It says that there is no 
breach in the contract and it is not 
liable to pay damages.

According to the particulars of 
claim, Christian concluded a written 
agreement with Chubb on February 
21, 2008. Chubb undertook to pro-
vide the following services; armed re-

action, monitoring, a lightning pro-
tection plan and monitoring by a secu-
rity officer. It also agreed to render a 
phone-in reaction and a patrol service.

Chubb was supposed to provide its 
services in accordance with the code 
of conduct for security service provid-
ers issued by the Department of Safety 
and Security under the Private Securi-
ty Industry Regulation Act. There 
would be no delay in the rendering of 
services, said the claim.

In addition, Chubb was supposed 
to act in a manner to minimise the 
risk of burglary, personal attack, injury 
or any other applicable cause of loss.

On June 30, 2014 at about 1.58 pm, 
Christian’s premises had been broken 
into by armed robbers. At 2.04 pm, he 
informed Chubb that there were mul-
tiple signals from the alarm at the 
premises. About 10 minutes thereaft-
er, he discovered that the house had 
been broken into. Upon entering his 
house, Christian was confronted by 
two men who assaulted him.

Police were contacted and arrived 
at the scene before the security com-
pany. Chubb, added the claim, failed 
to minimise the risk of personal attack 
and or injury and delayed in rendering 
the services contracted for.

As a result, Christian suffered pain, 
suffering and disfigurement, he had to 
consult with a psychologist in view of 
the trauma and was emotionally dis-
turbed for a long time.

Chubb said that clauses in the 
agreement between the parties limit 
Chubb’s liability to Christian or any 
third party.
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Waste-pickers scour through piles 
of rubbish dumped outside the 
New England Road landfill.

Waste-pickers 
scour piles of 
rubbish. The 
dump itself was 
closed to the 
public yesterday 
because yet 
another fire 
broke out, 
resulting in 
waste being 
illegally dumped 
outside, 
bordering the 
golf course.
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RUBBISH piled up on the side of the road 
outside the New England Road landfill site 
yesterday as people decided to dump on 
the road illegally because the site was 
closed.

The dump was once again on fire, which 
led to members of the public not being al-
lowed in.

The vicinity outside the dump was 
packed with waste-pickers who scoured 
piles of rubbish for scrap.

Eyewitnesses said there was a small fire 
near the entrance of the dump, meaning 
members of the public were not allowed 
inside.

Police and members of Msunduzi’s anti-
land invasion unit were monitoring the sit-
uation and ushering motorists away from 
the road.

Guards at the dump put tyres across the 
entrance to stop vehicles getting in.

The dump has been on fire several times 

in the past six months, but this is the first 
time that the public has been barred entry, 
because fires usually take place deep inside 
the dump.

Piles of household waste, garden refuse, 
bottles, and bags and sacks of rubbish lined 
the road outside, much of it spilling onto 
the road and leaving only a single lane in 
use for about a two-kilometre stretch.

“Big trucks came here and were told to 
go away. So they just backed up on the side 
of the road and offloaded the waste,” one 
witness said.

Dozens of waste-pickers scoured rubbish 
for metal and plastic and any other material 
that they could sell for money. One waste-
picker said: “Since there has been a lot of 
fires and bad rains, we usually don’t get 
much time to look for materials.

“So even though it’s outside [of the 
dump premises] today, we have to still 
search. We make money like this.”

A Hilton man who went to dump garden 
refuse told The Witness he was barred from 

entering, but was told by a member of staff 
to dump alongside the road.

“But then as I started dumping the same 
staff member started taking photos of me 
and telling me I’m going to get fined,” the 
man said. “I was very angry because he had 
just told me to dump there. I know what 
I was doing is wrong but I did it on instruc-
tion.”

The man said he ended up leaving his 
refuse there anyway.

Mark Ireland, the manager of the golf 
course on New England Road, said the golf 
course had to close its gates because of the 
chaos outside.

Ireland said the course was hosting a 
competition at the time. “People come 
from Durban and we have competitions 
coming up and there’s this mess outside.”

The scene had calmed down by mid-aft-
ernoon, but rubbish was still piled up out-
side the dump by late yesterday.

Msunduzi did not respond to a query.
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Chaos as residents leave rubbish outside dump after yet another fire

The South African Human Rights Com-
mission (SAHRC) yesterday announced 
that it will investigate the New England 
Road landfill site.

This comes after several challenges, 
including poor waste management, pol-
lution, non-functioning equipment and a 

lack of air quality monitoring.
“These have attributed to the emis-

sion of strong toxic fumes and the out-
break of several fires which are posing 
severe threats to the sustainability of 
the environment and to the health and 
well-being of residents in both the local 

and surrounding communities,” the 
SAHRC said. “The municipality’s waste 
management strategy is still primarily 
reliant on landfill disposal and the life-
span of the New England Road landfill 
site was already flagged as being close 
to its exhaustion several years ago.

“The SAHRC is therefore deeply con-
cerned with the deterioration and cur-
rent state of the site given its prejudi-
cial impact on the environment and 
public health, which also includes sever-
al schools that are located in close 
proximity of the site.”

RIGHTS BODY TO PROBE PROBLEMATIC DUMP SITE

Security 
firm 
sued
R400k claim in robbery

HILTON Life Private Hospital has 
rebutted claims by a union that its 
staff members were taking part in a 
strike.

The hospital was responding to an 
article in The Witness in which a 
spokesperson for the National Educa-
tion, Health and Allied Workers’ Union 

(Nehawu) was quoted saying all its 
members at Life Healthcare hospitals 
in KZN were on strike, including Hilton 
Life.

Hilton Life, however, responded yes-
terday saying none of its staff were 
participating. 

— Witness Reporter.

YESTERDAY The Witness asked our on-
line readers how they normally react 
to unpleasant neighbours who make 
their lives miserable with disruptive 

noises like barking dogs, loud music, 
arguing and shouting, banging doors 
or drilling, for example.

The Facebook poll question had 234 

votes by yesterday afternoon. 
Of the responders, 159 people said 

they normally just confront their noisy 
neighbours while only 75 people said 

they would rather call the police or 
the municipality to report the noise 
nuisance. 

— Wtness Reporter.

ALEXANDRA Swimming Pool has had 
to be drained and refilled for the 
fourth time this season because its 
water was so dirty.

It takes about three million litres of 
water to refill the giant swimming 
pool. 

The Concerned Swimming Fraternity 
(CSF) said the pool likely keeps get-
ting too dirty because the municipality 
refused the fraternity’s numerous calls 
to introduce a new water cleaning sys-
tem.

The CSF has advised Msunduzi to 

use a gas system to mix chlorine into 
the water instead of using chlorine 
powder.

The CSF’s Jay Jugwanth believes the 
municipality does not have the funds 
to introduce the gas system, and is 
not prioritising pool hygiene. 

Msunduzi spokesperson Thobeka 
Mafumbatha said the pool’s filtration 
system had a problem, which is why 
the water keeps getting dirty. 

She said chemicals have been put 
in to “ensure it remains blue”. 

— Witness Reporter.

DIRTY FILTRATION SEES ALEXANDRA WASTE 12 MILLION LITRES OF WATER

HOW WE HANDLE NOISY NEIGHBOURS

HILTON LIFE HOSPITAL STAFF NOT ON STRIKE

MAKAZIWE KHUMALO

PIETERMARITZBURG locals, frustrated 
by the Msunduzi council and their poor 
service delivery, are mobilising to take 
back their neighbourhoods so that they 
are “safer and cleaner”.

Residents of Blackridge, Boughton and 
Lester Park are working towards putting 
together a ratepayers’ association.

Convenor of the Msunduzi Association 
of Residents and Ratepayers Anthony 
Waldhausen said Msunduzi Municipali-
ty’s dysfunctional leadership has resulted 
in overall poor service delivery, high rates 
of crime, and hopelessness felt by all resi-
dents and ratepayers. He said this is what 
inspired the communities to begin the as-
sociation.

“The purpose is that as a collective, we 

will speak truth to power; and hold the 
municipal officials accountable in one 
voice to save our city and communities,” 
said Waldhausen.

Chairperson of the Lincoln Meade rate-
payers’ association Kantha Naidoo yester-
day encouraged Msunduzi locals to join 
the association, and to appoint a chairper-
son for their areas so that their work would 
be effective.

Naidoo said that for the sake of follow-
ing protocol, they operate alongside rele-
vant ward councillors in the city.

“The idea is to be the voice between 
residents and responsible council mem-
bers,” said Naidoo.

A resident of Blackridge, Chris Gilfillan, 
said he believes that the city has degener-
ated over the last 10 years.

“It has aptly been given the name ‘City 

of Filth’ in the media,” he said.
Gilfillan said the lights in Mbubu Road, 

a very busy road leading to Sweetwaters, 
have not been working.

He said he dreads driving in wet condi-
tions because potholes are not always visi-
ble, and he kept hitting craters, which have 
caused a problem with the suspension of 
his vehicle.

“The recent court case regarding Maka-
na Municipality is a landmark ruling that 
we, as a residents and ratepayers associa-
tion, will be able to use as precedent to 
protect what was once a beautiful city, we 
could be proud of — the capital of KwaZu-
lu-Natal,” said Gilfillan.

The next community meeting will be 
on February 23 at Lynwood Club, Claude 
Forsyth Road, Boughton, at 11 am.
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Fed-up city residents to form ratepayers’ association

“The purpose is that as a collective, we 
will speak truth to power; and hold the 

municipal officials accountable in one 
voice to save our city and communities.”


