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Thinking of selling your art?
We are currently sourcing consignments for our May 2020 auction.

For a confidential art valuation please contact us. 

Andrew Verster, Swamps No 5 Sold R159 320

   

www.straussart.co.za

PIETERMARITZBURG
The Tatham Art Gallery

Chief Albert Luthuli Str (opposite the City Hall)

LECTURE
Tuesday 18 February at 5.30pm 

Overlooked Icons: A Selection of Unfamiliar 

Masterpieces by Dr Alastair Meredith

VALUATION DAY
Wednesday 19 February, 9am - 4pm
R30 per item

Proceeds will benefit The Tatham Art Gallery

For an appointment please call:

Reena Bhoodram 033 392 2823

reena.bhoodram@msunduzi.gov.za

DURBAN
KwaZulu Natal Society of Arts

166 Bulwer Road, Glenwood

LECTURE
Wednesday 19 February at 6pm 

Overlooked Icons: A Selection of Unfamiliar 

Masterpieces by Dr Alastair Meredith

VALUATION DAY
Thursday 20 February, 9am - 4pm
R30 per item

Proceeds will benefit the KZNSA Gallery

For an appointment please call:

Susie Goodman 072 896 7706

susie@straussart.co.za

STRAUSS & CO is offering a rare early Battiss 
painting at its auction, which showcases prom-
inent South African and international art in 
Johannesburg, on May 25, 2020.

Walter Battiss was closely associated with 
Pretoria Boys High School, where he taught 
art from 1933 until 1964. The painting 
“Athletics, Pretoria Boys High” displays a 
spectacular view of the school’s sports field 
with an athletics meeting in progress. 

The foreground depicts the sweeping curve 
of its running track with the various school 
and house banners prominently displayed 
on the side. In the background, the outline 
of the central dome of the main building of 
the school is instantaneously recognisable. 
When the old wooden statue of a male youth 
that surmounted the dome was struck by 
lightning, Battiss was instrumental in casting 
it in more permanent bronze. 

The May sale will also include a 
beautiful 1936 gouache by Irma Stern, “Near 
Amanzimtoti” as well as works by KZN artists 
Jack Heath and Henry Davies.

The Strauss & Co team will be travelling to 
KZN in February to source consignments and 
conduct valuations at The Tatham Art Gallery, 
Pietermaritzburg, and at the KZNSA Gallery. 
Strauss & Co’s senior specialist Alastair 
Meredith will be presenting an illustrated 
lecture titled Overlooked Icons: a selection of 
unfamiliar masterpieces at both venues, the 
evening before each valuation day. Meredith 
is a speaker not to be missed.

Bring along your artworks for an 
obligation free valuation with Strauss & Co’s 

senior specialists.
The lecture Overlooked Icons by Alastair 

Meredith will take place on Tuesday, 
February 18 at 5.30pm at The Tatham Art 
Gallery, Pietermaritzburg and in Durban on 
Wednesday, February 19 at 6pm at the KZN 
Society of Arts in Glenwood.

The Pietermaritzburg valuation day will 
take place on Wednesday, February 19 from 
9am to 4pm. For an appointment, contact 
Reena Bhoodram 033 392 2823 or  
reena.bhoodram@msunduzi.gov.za

The Durban valuation day will take place 
on Thursday, February 20 from 9am to 4pm. 
For an appointment, contact Susie Goodman 
on 072 896 7706 or susie@straussart.co.za

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Strauss & Co offers rare early Walter Battiss painting 

Irma Stern, Near Amanzimtoti, estimates R800 000 - R1 200 000

Walter Battiss, Athletics, Pretoria Boys High, estimates 
R120 000 - R160 000

LICENCES to hunt 70 elephants were 
auctioned off on Friday in Botswana’s 
capital, Gaborone, less than a year after 
the government there lifted a five-year-
old hunting ban in hopes of reducing 
human-elephant conflict. Participants 
put down deposits of about $18 000 
(R270 000) each for a seat.

Wildlife hunting is a controversial 
topic in Africa, with critics arguing 
that the income governments get from 
licensing the killing of threatened spe-
cies like elephants does little to expand 
wider conservation efforts.

Botswana’s former president, Ian 
Khama, was a renowned opponent of 
elephant hunting, and he instituted a 
ban that was at odds with all five of 
Botswana’s neighbouring countries. 

A spokesperson for Botswana’s 
wildlife department told Reuters that 
reducing clashes with elephants was 
part of the reason for issuing licences. 

“The seven areas chosen are those 
most impacted by human-wildlife con-
flict, especially involving elephants,” 
said Alice Mmolawa. 

President Mokgweetsi Masisi has 
turned elephant hunting into a popu-
list issue. Elephant populations, he and 
his supporters claim, have grown too 
large and now regularly trample farms 
in search of food. His overturning the 

ban was widely cheered in the lead-up 
to his re-election late last year. 

Under Khama, Botswana was con-
sidered a trailblazer in conservation 
efforts, and Masisi’s moves have soured 
many elephant lovers on visiting a 
country that supports hunting. 

Each of the seven hunting “pack-
ages” will come with licences to kill 10 
elephants and each was expected to 
sell between $300 000 and $500 000. 
The hunting season begins in April.

About 130 000, a third of Africa’s 
elephants, live in Botswana, mostly 
in the northern Chobe grasslands and 
Okavango swamp.

Residents of those areas have com-
plained of increasing human-elephant 
conflict, resulting in deaths and lost 
harvests. 

Their resentment is directed 
towards conservationists – whom they 
see as mostly white and foreign, and 
accuse of directing little of the profits 
of wildlife-driven tourism their way. 

Masisi provoked animal rights 
activists last year by giving stools made 
of elephant feet to visiting heads of 
state and raising the possibility, if only 
in jest, of processing elephant meat as 
pet food. 

Mike Chase, who runs Elephants 
Without Borders, a research charity 
that conducts the only elephant cen-
sus in Botswana, disputed the govern-
ment’s assertion that human-elephant 
conflict was on the rise, and said the 
government’s own data showed instan-
ces of it being relatively constant. 

Botswana’s new policy stands in 
contrast to Kenya, where hunting has 
been banned for decades and tour-
ism revenue is drawn entirely from 
so-called “photographic safaris”. 

Elephant hunting licences can 
costs tens of thousands of dollars each, 
a major source of income for state 
wildlife departments.

Botswana has said it will issue no 
more than 400 licences a year.  |  The 
Washington Post

 P U B L I C A T I O N

Controversial elephant 
sculptor trumpets new book

Andries Botha won five-year battle to have sculpture erected in Durban’s Warwick Triangle

SCULPTOR Andries Botha’s home stu-
dio is small and green.

Moss covers two walls and where 
the other two might be, it’s open to 
forest, putting the artist almost in the 
thick of trees and nature. 

Jagged scrap metal and steel rods 
crowd tables and walls. It’s little  
wonder Botha’s fingers are cut  
and scarred. 

It’s in this studio in Kloof that 
Botha finds the quiet space he needs 
to create his sculptures – often monu-
mental pieces destined for a tumultu-
ous, contested world.

Recently the 67-year-old released 
a booklet-cum-calendar, The Elephant 
Book, which showcases some of his 
life in art, a career very much in the 
public domain.

Botha has exhibited widely. His 
works have been seen by audiences 
around the globe but he is perhaps 
better known to the people of Durban 
for his elephant sculptures near  
Warwick Triangle.  

The sculptures were part of a tour-
ing international project that used ele-
phants to capture the public’s imagin-
ation in the hope of raising awareness 
about environmental issues including 
threats to the survival of many species, 
not only elephants.

The original proposal had sug-
gested seven to ten elephants, with 
installations moving from Warwick 
Triangle and through the city, ending 
at the beachfront.

The work became the centre of a 
five-year court battle after eThekwini 
Municipality called a halt to the pro-
ject, allegedly after ANC figures decided 
the Warwick Triangle elephants too 
closely resembled the three-elephant 
logo of the rival IFP.

The matter was eventually resolved 
by including a fourth elephant in the 
controversial installation.

For the most part, it was a victory 
for artistic freedom and intellectual 
property rights, as expressed in the 
Constitution. It also strengthened 
Botha’s commitment as an activist.

The Elephant Book is a continuation 
of this awareness drive.

“(The book) really speaks about a 
lot of things related to the elephants: 
the struggle to make the elephants 
and how does one make them and 
how do they arrive in South Africa 
and how they’re received and have to 
fight to put them in the public space,” 
said Botha.

He was attracted to the idea of 
presenting the booklet in a calendar 
form rather than burying its content 
in a perhaps seldom viewed tome. 

“You have to look at it every day,” 
Botha explains of the calendar.

His choice of elephants as sub-
ject matter for his sculptures was also  
calculated.

“For the last, say, 15 years, I decided 
perhaps what I should do is take  
the most awkward of all of the ani-
mals, the ones we have the greatest 
difficulty living with: the elephant, 
which is, by all accounts, such an 

intrinsic part of the ecosystem and is, 
probably because of human encroach-
ment, going to become one of the first 
great casualties.”

He noted that outside southern 
Africa, elephant numbers have been 
in a steady decline for decades.

On his environmental activism, 
Botha said he considered himself an 
amateur and saluted those who had 
spent entire lives working in con-
servation, long before climate change 
became a hot-button topic.

Returning to The Elephant Book, 
Botha praised Yusuf Patel, of The 

Architects Collaborative, for his help 
and suggestions.

Botha also said that without the 
contributions of his apprentices,  
Jessica Bothma and Bhekazi Ngcobo, 
and sponsorship from the Human  
Elephant Foundation, the book would 
never have seen the light of day.

Sumar is a Goucher College 
sociology student enrolled on Roving 
Reporters training project, Developing 
Environmental Watchdogs. Visit 
www.rovingreporters.co.za for further 
information.

THE Elephant Book tells how Andries Botha’s elephant sculptures were made, how they got to South Africa and the struggles fought to get them put up in public.  |  LEON LESTRADE  ANA

JARED SUMAR

 B O T S W A N A

Elephant 
hunting 
auction held

AN elephant walks with its herd as they 
cross a main road outside Chobe National 
Park in Kasane, Botswana.  |  CAROLYN 
VAN HOUTEN Washington Post
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◆ Malema 
explains EFF’s 
U-turn on Public 
Protector Busisiwe 
Mkhwebane

◆ Presidency 
responds to 
Malema’s ‘GBV 
challenge’

◆ Farmers will have 
to pay bonds for 
expropriated land, 
IRR warns

◆ Russia won’t 
have gay marriages 
as long as I am 
president, vows 
Vladimir Putin

VLADIMIR PUTIN

FARMERS will suffer 
consequences 
if the land 
expropriation without 
compensation (EWC) 
bill is passed.
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