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DurbanToday
RISI International Woodfibre Resource 

and Trade Conference 2018 today until 

Wednesday, at the Elangeni and Maharani 

Southern Hotels.

Simply.Fit’s Group Kettlebell Class from 

4.35pm to 5.35pm at 140 Adelaide Tambo 

Drive, Durban North. R75 per class.

DIGITAL NEWS 24/7
IOL.CO.ZA

‘IF I HAVE SEEN FURTHER THAN OTHERS, IT 

IS BY STANDING ON THE SHOULDERS OF 

GIANTS’ — ISAAC NEWTON

TheBrief

NATION

‘I TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SOME 
OF COSATU’S TROUBLES’
OUTGOING Cosatu president S’dumo

Dlamini has blamed greed on the part

of union leaders for the federation’s

massive loss of membership. |  P7

OPINION

IT’S THE ECONOMY, CYRIL
SOUTH Africa’s economy is not growing 

fast enough to alleviate poverty, and 

sadly, the governing elites have run out of 

ideas about how to tackle the economic 

crisis we find ourselves in.  |  P8

WORLD

CALLS TO RECALL ISRAELI ENVOY
AN OPPOSITION Israeli lawmaker 

yesterday called on Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu to dismiss his 

ambassador to the US for failing to report 

sexual assault allegations against a top 

Netanyahu aide, ballooning an already 

embarrassing scandal for the Israeli 

leader.  |  P9

Bo Tasker entertained the crowd at the 26th annual Hilton Arts Festival. Patrons 

enjoyed good weather, great art, music and theatre over the weekend.  

|  JONATHAN BURTON

Airport plan back on city radar
New tender document advertised, seeking expert advice regarding Virginia site redevelopment proposals

THE eThekwini Municipality has 
dusted off its flight plan for redevel-
oping Virginia Airport and is calling 
in experts to advise it on getting it off 
the ground.

This emerged in a new tender doc-
ument which seeks redevelopment 
proposals for the site and for the relo-
cation of the airport, possibly beyond 
Durban’s boundaries.

It comes four-and-a-half years after 
the council resolved to close the air-
port, but in the face of resistance to 
the move and an expected extension 
of operators’ leases, decommissioning 
is now unlikely before 2022.

News of the tender has taken DA 
ward councillor Shaun Ryley by sur-
prise, and irked airport operators who 
said the city’s indecisiveness left them 
in limbo.

According to the document, the 
city was planning a mixed-use rede-

velopment of the prime strip of coastal 
land and wants a consultant to draft a 
report spelling out “whether the mar-
ket has the appetite for the develop-
ment; costs involved; how it would be 
funded; expected rates revenue; likely 
job creation; and a suitable empower-
ment model”.

The call for tenders was initially 
posted on the city’s website on 
August 29. This was then removed 
and reposted on September 5 with 
the deadline for submissions now on 
Wednesday.

Two city officials, who were not 
authorised to speak to the media, said 
some operators at Virginia Airport 
were operating without leases. Instead 
of paying rent, they were paying an 
“occupational damage” fine.

But Daryl Mann, owner of Aero 
Natal, which operates five hangars at 
Virginia, disputed this.

He insisted he had a lease, signed 
in 2012, and which expired in 2022.

“I just spent R150 000 on lawyers 
verifying my lease as contractually 
binding,” he said.

The officials, who were familiar 
with the leases, countered this, saying 
that the city had offered the operators 
a five-year lease in 2012, with the 
option of extending it for five more 
years, but this was not exercised in 
2017 because the airport was suppos-
edly in the final stages of being cleared.

The airport’s decommissioning was 
now not expected to be completed 
before 2022, with operators likely to 
be offered three-year leases, according 
to those in the know.

In an emailed reply to Ryley on 
September 5, explaining why the ten-
der document was removed from the 
website, Mimi Ndokwane, senior man-
ager of the city’s economic develop-
ment and investment promotion unit, 
said: “The ad was placed in error last 
week and had the wrong dates on it. 
It was supposed to be advertised with 

a two-week turnaround time from 5 to 
19 September. This mistake has been 
rectified today and the correct ad now 
appears on our website.”

It was not clear if the tender meant 
that the city planned to deviate from 
its 2014 decision to move recreational 
flights to Scottburgh Airfield, and com-
mercial flights to King Shaka Interna-
tional Airport.

The decision was reaffirmed in 
2017 and again in April this year by 
the city’s executive committee and 
full council.

Apart from advising on develop-
ment options for the 29.6-hectare site 
and the relocation of the airport, who-
ever wins the tender will be required 
to “obtain consensus with interested 
and affected parties”.

But they could face a tough time.
Mann was adamant that he would 

not move to Scottburgh, which he said 
was not conducive to general aviation.

Other operators have in the past 

pressed for a move to King Shaka 
International Airport, but this would 
require significant funding.

Mooted moves to Scottburgh and 
Pietermaritzburg have drawn flak in 
the past.

Ryley said he had long been against 
decommissioning the airport.

“The best solution would be for 
the municipality to investigate incor- 
porating the airport into a new devel-
opment of the site, which means 
the city would not lose the valua-
ble resource of a municipal airport 
catering for general aviation which 
has the potential to be a significant 
contributor to the city’s economy. I 
made this proposal to council earlier 
this year, but the ANC wasn’t prepared 
to listen,” he said.

The municipality was last week 
asked to comment on plans for the 
airport, but had not responded by the 
time of going to publication. – Roving 
Reporters

THABISO GOBA  
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Committee formed to help solve homeless problem

A 14-MEMBER eThekwini Homeless 
Action Committee has been formed to 
work with the city in coming up with 
a strategy to arrest the escalating num-
ber of homeless people on the streets. 

The rising number of homeless and 
increasing rates of vagrancy and beg-
ging on the city’s streets has resulted 
in the municipality engaging various 
stakeholders to find a working solution 
to the problem.

Businesses, NGOs and NPOs said 
the eThekwini municipality was not 
doing enough to contain the problem, 
and that it was hurting business and 
tourism.

Last week, the groups met with 
Deputy Mayor Fawzia Peer, the chair-
woman of the city’s safety and emer-
gency services committee.

Raymond Perrier, the director of 
the Dennis Hurley Centre, said the 

lack of funding for NGOs was making 
it difficult to control the situation.

“The city is not doing enough to 
deal with homelessness, begging and 
drug addiction. We need rehab centres 
funded by the municipality. 

“They say they want to be the 
most caring city in the country, so 
they must start injecting funding to 
existing NGOs.”

He said not all homeless people 
were drug addicts, and that was proved 
by a survey conducted over two years 
ago. Of the participants, about 30 to 
40% were likely to be addicts, he said. 

The Umbilo Business Forum said 
eThekwini was not doing enough in 
its social development plan, which 
should be uplifting the lives of its 
citizens.

Sikho Msomi, chairperson of the 
forum, said: “NGOs that are already 
doing the work lack funding. Failure 
to contain this has unwanted conse-
quences for business and it also has 

the potential to chase investors away.” 
Last week, the Daily News reported 

that motorists and community mem-
bers were unhappy with the failure by 
the authorities to deal with beggars, 
who were present at most of the city’s 
busiest intersections. 

Yesterday, Peer said the city had 

acknowledged that homelessness was a 
reality and unemployment, substance 
abuse and rapid urbanisation were 
some of the reasons for the influx of 
people from other provinces.

Peer said the city was aware that 
NGOs, faith-based organisations and 
the business sector had done “tremen-

dous work” in alleviating the plight of 
homeless people living on the streets 
and those living in shelters.

“We are really appreciative of 
these efforts. As a city we have learnt 
great lessons over the years and are 
exploring more inclusive approaches 
to address this complex challenge. 
We are not blind to the fact that we 
have not done much to address this 
problem. 

“It was therefore critical to engage 
on this important matter with the 
stakeholders who attended this 
meeting in numbers, to put forward 
a strong and dynamic task force to 
address matters of homelessness in the 
city,” she said. 

Peer said the city had learnt how 
to regulate shelters for the home-
less because the current “untenable” 
standards of shelters and law enforce-
ment blindness further exposed and 
marginalised the homeless and the 
vulnerable.

CHRIS NDALISO

chris.ndaliso@inl.co.za

H O U S I N G

Deputy Mayor Fawzia Peer. Raymond Perrier of the Denis Hurley Centre.


