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Lawyer backs up driver
BEKHEKILE KUPHE,
SIBUSISIWE BUTHELEZI AND
FRED KOCKOTT
WELL-KNOWN Durban
lawyer has offered his
services free of charge to
Sanele Goodness May, the
truck driver who faces 22 murder
charges after the horrific Fields
Hill crash last week.
He feels that there will be a conflict of interest if the 23-year-old is
represented by the same lawyer
who also represents the owner, who
could face murder charges too.
After consulting with May on
Wednesday at the Pinetown police
station, where he is being held in
custody, the lawyer said it would be
“legal suicide” for May to continue
to be represented by the same
lawyer acting for the company.
“There is a conflict of interests
here. The company and truck
owner need to bear full responsibility for the accident,” said the
lawyer.
The attorney, who offered to represent May pro bono, asked that his
name not be disclosed until he was
formally representing May in court
on Monday.
Sagekal’s legal representative,
Theasan Pillay, said he had not
been advised that May wished to
change his legal representation.
“I last saw him on Wednesday.
He did not say he wanted a new attorney.
“If that has changed, it is not a
problem, but it is irregular for an
attorney to visit another lawyer’s
client without advising the attorney beforehand,” Pillay said.
He said a conflict of interests
would also only arise when the
company’s version and the accused’s version differed in court.
“At this stage, there is no con-
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flict,” Pillay said.
He said his brief had been to ensure that the accused had not been
“left to the wolves, so to speak”.
The views of the attorney who
had stepped forward, on a conflict
of interests, were echoed by a senior KZN transport official who has
described the murder charges
brought against May as “stupid, absolutely ridiculous – a prosecution
destined to fail”.
The official, who asked not be
named, said video evidence alone
clearly showed that the truck’s
brakes had failed and the horrific
crash that followed could have happened to any driver who happened
to be behind the wheel of the truck
that night.
“There is no way that any driver,
no matter how experienced, could
have stopped that truck once it
headed down Fields Hill,” he said.
The official, who was involved in

the drafting of a 2012 task team report calling for a ban of heavy
trucks on Fields Hill, said that even
if May had stopped at the top of
Fields Hill and engaged first gear,
the momentum from the truck’s
heavy load would have prevented
anyone from slowing it down.
“They’ve got the wrong man in
the dock,” he said.
But at the memorial service for
victims in KwanDengezi yesterday,
the MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies
Mchunu, said there would be no
mercy for May.
“These drivers are problematic.
They are a real pain,” said Mchunu.
“I have never in my life come across
something so horrific. It will always
be a scar. I’ve seen many wars in
KZN, but I have never had to jump
over bodies the way I did that night.
“If we are not careful, it is not
Aids that will kill our people. It’s
these reckless drivers. The first person to prevent an accident should
be the driver,” added Mchunu. “The
second person is the owner.”
While Mchunu and the national
Minister of Transport, Dipuo Peters, have publicly pushed for murder charges to be pursued against
May, opinion among relatives of
the victims was divided yesterday.
Zinhle Gumede, who lost a niece
in the crash, said: “I am sad because
they are blaming all of this on the
driver. He didn’t know that the
brakes would fail. He was given a
truck by his boss and told to drive.
I blame the boss.”
Sagekal Logistics owner, Gregory Govender, told the media this
week that he was co-operating fully
with officials investigating the accident, and praying that God would
heal and comfort the families of all
those involved in the accident. –
Roving Reporters

Cocky SA artist held after Eiffel stunt
MURRAY WILLIAMS
SOUTH African performance artist
Steven Cohen was briefly detained
for exhibitionism in Paris for what
is being described as a “coq stunt”
at the foot of the Eiffel Tower.
The French news site RFi reported that “the eccentric artist
paraded around Trocadero Square
facing the Eiffel Tower clad in a
bird costume, high heels and a live
rooster tied to his genitals”.
Cohen graduated with a BA
from Wits University, then studied
at the Ruth Prowse School of Art in
Woodstock, Cape Town.
Cohen lives in Lille in northern
France and is due to participate in
the Paris Autumn Festival from today till September 21.
Cohen reportedly wore highheeled platform shoes, “a garter,
thigh-length tights and long red
gloves, with long, wild feathers emanating from his head and hands”.
He danced with the cock for
about 10 minutes, before being ar-

BIZARRE! In
this file picture,
South African
performance
artist Steven
Cohen, clad in
a bird costume,
high heels and
a live rooster
tied to his
genitals, was
arrested at the
foot of the
Eiffel Tower in
Paris and
charged with
indecent
exposure.

rested by the police, said his lawyer.
He was charged with indecent
exposure before being released.

On his website, Cohen says: “I
don’t know what the f*** performance art is, yet I’m brilliant at it.”

Job well dung for SA prof

Wits University professor Marcus Byrne, right, and his Swedish colleagues,
Eric Warrant, left, and Emily Baird, received the joint prize in biology and
astronomy during the 23rd First Annual Ig Nobel Prize ceremony at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the early hours of today (South

JOHN YELD
A WITS University professor and
his Swedish colleagues who
dressed up dung beetles in specially designed caps and boots as
part of their research have been
honoured with the world’s wackiest scientific award: an Ig Nobel
Prize.
Professor Marcus Byrne and
his Lund University colleagues accepted their prize at a colourful
23rd First Annual Ig Nobel Prize
awards ceremony at Harvard University in the US early today
(South African time), joining the
illustrious and often eccentric
ranks of other winners who have
been recognised since 1991 for conducting research that first makes
you laugh, and then makes you
think.
The awards are organised by
the science humour magazine, Annals of Improbable Research, and
the ceremony is co-sponsored by
the Harvard-Radcliffe Society of
Physics Students and the HarvardRadcliffe Science Fiction Association.
The name of the award is a pun
derived from the Nobel Prize suite
of awards and from the word “ignoble”, an adjective meaning “not
honourable in character or purpose” and/or “of humble origin or
social status”.
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THE
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African time). The team’s research involved dressing dung beetles in designer
gear, inset. The prizes are awarded by the Annals of Improbable Research as
a whimsical counterpart to the Nobel Prizes, which will be announced next
month.
SEE PAGE 4
PICTURES: REUTERS

The research by Byrne and his
team, which won them the 2013
award for biology and astronomy,
involved dressing the dung beetles
in designer gear to help prove that
these insects use the Milky Way to
orientate themselves, and that
they climb on top of their dung
balls to cool their bodies as they
roll the ball away from competitors
at the dung pile.
The experiments were conducted under the simulated night
sky of the Wits Planetarium and
the results were published in January.
Ten new Ig Nobel Prizes were
awarded last night.
Acceptance speeches are kept
brief, with a time limit enforced by
an eight-year-old girl dubbed Miss
Sweetie Poo.
The journal, Nature, says the Ig
Noble awards “come with little
cash, but much cachet”.
And the organisers say they are
definitely not designed to ridicule:
“We are honouring achievements
that make people laugh, then
think. Good achievements can also
be odd, funny, and even absurd, so
can bad achievements.
“A lot of good science gets attacked because of its absurdity. A
lot of bad science gets revered despite its absurdity.”
● On the web: http://www.improbable.com/ig/
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