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WildTrust Waste-preneurs: Dudu Geraud, Lucrecia Mseleku, Nonhlanhla Makhoba, Rosina Mathebula and
Bongekile Khanyile with their newly acquired Petco trolleys.
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Umkhumbane river polution.
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Wastepreneur Lucrecia Mseleku with her son Wonder, who she has managed to send to the eThekwini
Community College through collecting and bartering waste with WildTrust (formerly Wildlands).
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When plastic becomes fantastic
BUKEKA SILEKWA
HE heavy rains that
hit Durban in October washed up something unexpected for
a Mayville mom – the welcome
realisation that she could make
money to support her family
from other people’s waste.
“I saw a lot of waste washed
away by the floods,” Sindiswa
Sbutsa, 47, said.
“There were so many plastic bottles all around the road
and some of them were blocking the sewage pipes around
our neighbourhood.
“That day I decided collecting the plastic bottles in
front of my house. They were
so many that I asked myself,
what could I do with them?”
As luck would have it, someone told her about WildTrust
(formerly Wildlands) – a notfor-profit organisation that
runs environmental projects
with a special focus on helping
the poor.
The mother-of-three went
to the Wildlands Conservation
Trust recycling centre in Cato
Manor.
The centre’s regional
manager, Msephi Mtshali,
explained how it worked and
sent Sbutsa on her way with a
big sack for collecting bottles
and other recyclables.
“That was it. I filled the sack
with these plastic bottles and
then I called Wildlands and
they came with transport to

Collecting your waste has become a fledgling business for an entrepreneur and her family
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making a difference in
their communities. If
you know of someone
who is a changemaker in your society,
e-mail: tribunenews@
inl.co.za with their
details.
Wastrepreneur Sindiswa Sbutsa earns more by selling waste to the WildTrust than she used to by selling food.
take them,” said Sbutsa.
Previously, she and her husband, who works in Ulundi,
had been battling to pay their
children’s school and college
expenses.
She had been making meals
to sell to drivers at a nearby
trucking company.
“I spent a lot of money on

Colombia acts
on forest loss
BOGOTA: Indigenous
communities that depend on Colombia’s
Amazon rainforest
for their survival will
have more say over
their ancestral lands,
as Colombia adds 8 million hectares to its protected areas in an effort
to stem forest loss.
The new measures
announced by Colombian President Juan
Manuel Santos on
Tuesday aim to create
a buffer zone for the
country’s southern
Amazon region.
Farmers are pushing deeper into forests,
cutting down more
trees to clear land for
cattle-grazing
and
agriculture.
Santos said the protected areas would be
marked off in the next
two weeks, meaning
that “once and for all,
we (will) know where
we can farm, produce
– and from what boundary we will protect all
the forests and the
entire Amazon”.
This brings the
total area of protected
forests in Colombia to
nearly 40 million ha,
Santos said in a speech
in the Amazon town
of Leticia, flanked by
indigenous tribes and
Norway’s prime min-

ister and environment
minister.
Norway, a key financial backer of Colombia’s forest conservation efforts, said the
new buffer zone was
important to meet
Colombia’s goals of
zero net deforestation
by 2020, and halting the
loss of all natural forest by 2030.
“It is unprecedented
– it has not happened
anywhere else, any
other place at least that
I know,” Ola Elvestuen,
Norway’s new minister of climate and
environment, said on
this week’s visit.
Reducing deforestation is crucial in the
fight against climate
change,
Elvestuen
added.
Under a decree
signed by Santos,
Colombia’s Amazon
tribes will be able to
decide through community councils how
to spend government
development funds in
three provinces.
“Indigenous people
have
traditionally
shown themselves to
be the best keepers of
rainforests,” Elvestuen
told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. –
Reuters/African News
Agency (ANA)

ingredients for the meals, but
earned very little profit.”
Collecting waste has been a
more lucrative story.
“The more I collect, the
more I can earn. Within 30 minutes I can fill one sack of plastic bottles. In this community
there is so much waste everywhere. People just throw their

waste anywhere every day.”
She described the work as
easy and she can fit it in after
her morning’s housework.
Collecting waste has now
become a family affair for the
Sbutsas.
“When my kids come home
from the school, they come
back with bottles they collect
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as they walk home.
“After they have done their
homework they sometimes
also go with me to collect more
plastic bottles,” said Sbutsa.
She said her children were
happy to help.
“They know some of the
money they help me to make
will go on treats and excur-

sions that in the past were only
possible at month-end when
money arrived from Ulundi.
“Now things are different. I
am able to take my children to
the beach once in a while and
make them happy.
“I am able to pay some of
the accounts here at home,”
she said.
Sbutsa said she realised

others in her community could
benefit from the project too.
“Most women survive on
their children’s and grandchildren’s social grants and that
is not enough when there is
no one (in the family with) a
decent job,” she said.
Sbutsa has also given talks
to women and young people
at her church on Saturdays,
spreading the recycling gospel.
“I sit with women I know
and tell them about Wildlands’
recycling programme.”
She shares with them the
benefit of making money from
waste rather than settling for
the evils of idleness and vice.
The message seems to be
falling on fertile soil.
Nokuthula Sibiya, who
attends Sbutsa’s church, said
the project helps her support
four children and three grandchildren.
Sibiya said: “This is much
better than sitting at home and
feeling sorry for myself.
“Instead I can employ
myself by cleaning our own
community and get a little
something to feed our family.”
Lindokuhle Cele, who says
she has the world on her shoulders, is also grateful to Sbutsa
for introducing her to Wildlands and hopes the project
will help ease her burdens.
“As a young person, I have

too much responsibility. I have
two sisters and two children
that I have had to take care of
since my parents died.
“I have to pay rent and
feed my family. The money I
make as a security guard is
not enough, which is why I
have joined the recycling programme.”
Although Sbutsa finds collecting relatively easy and a
good deal more profitable than
her old job feeding truckers,
it’s not without its hardships.
“Sometimes we collect in
the bushes. We get scared of
being bitten by snakes – not
that I have seen one. We also
get into really dirty places.”
But she sees the bigger picture.
“I thought to myself: What
if there was more of us doing
this? This community would
be clean.
“You may see me digging in
smelly, filthy places and walking on the streets, scavenging
through people’s garbage, and
sometimes I think I’m crazy.
“But I’m a wife and a mother.
I take care of my family and
keep my community clean so
that our children can have safe
and clean places where they
can play.”
● Bukeka Silekwa is a Rosebank College journalism graduate serving an internship with
Roving Reporters, supported by
the Human Elephant Foundation.

