
BUSINESS owners in Medi-
gate Road, uMhlanga have 
called for eThekwini’s Depart-
ment of  Water and Sanitation 
to deal with regular spills from 
a sewerage facility.

The plant inside Medi-
gate Medical Centre is said to 
have been faulty for the past 
four months. Although it had 
stopped overflowing when the 
City Watch team visited this 
week, business owners are con-
cerned it could soon burst as it 
has been happening frequently.

“We are pleading with 
eThekwini to conduct a major 
repair. The entire road gets 
messy when it bursts. Some-
thing needs to be done,” said 
Dr Tina Mclynn.

“We have seen raw sewage 
spilling into our parking yard 
and front entrance. This poses 
a serious health hazard.”

She said she had exhausted 
all avenues to get the municip-
ality to repair the sewer, hence 
contact with City Watch.

“They are aware of  this 
problem, but are doing noth-
ing. Numerous calls to the 
city’s emergency lines are not 

helping because a caller is sent 
from one official to the other, 
and no one seems to under-
stand the urgency.”

Mclynn said she believed 
the underground sewerage 
pipes had reached the end 
of  their lifespan and were 
in need of  upgrading. “Hav-
ing this sewer in front of  our 
main entrance is a disgrace. At 
times sewage is flowing down 
Medigate Road and the stench 
spreads to other businesses, 
including the hospital and 
hotels. It is unbearable.”

Another medical practi-
tioner, who asked not to be 
named, said the situation 
affected uMhlanga’s status as 

a premier holiday destin-
ation. “Sanitation should 
be a priority, especially in 

a busy area like uMhlanga. 
We pay the municipality for 
this service but when you 
report a fault, they take too 
long to respond.

“It is so bad the smell causes 
headaches and stomach pains, 
and makes it difficult to eat.”

City spokesperson Tozi 
Mthethwa said the blockage 
had been cleared. She said the 
public’s littering appeared to 
be the cause.

JURGEN Jacobs, 24, was crew-
ing on a private yacht in the 
middle of  the Atlantic Ocean 
when he felt the urge to give 
back something to his beloved 
South Africa. He resigned, and 
returned to Sodwana Bay.

He may no longer sail super 
yachts, but he uses the waves to 
make a difference in the lives 
of  those who have had little 
opportunity to experience the 
delights of  childhood.

The Small Steps Surfing 
programme is the key: children 
who might have hung around 
despondently are now racing 
into the sea, riding the waves, 
facing new challenges and find-
ing youthful joy.

Jacobs is quick to point out 
that this is not a one-man show. 
Ufudu Turtle Tours, leaders in 
sea turtle conservation, help 
him regularly. “I would strug-
gle without the helping hand 
of  my dad, Peter, and Them-
binkosi Ndlovu every weekend. 

“My family are huge advo-
cates of  ocean conservation,” 
he explains. “Our programme 
focuses both on empowering 
the youth with knowledge and 
new skills, and on tackling the 
pollution issue.

“Through education and an 
exciting exposure to the enjoy-
ment of  the ocean, Small Steps 
Surfing aims to preserve the 
beauty that this planet has to 
offer.”

They also do daily beach 
clean-ups and hopefully in 
the future will start their own 

recycling programme.
An avid surfer and general 

waterman himself, Jacobs 
wants the local community 
to be able to experience some 
of  the delights he had when 
growing up in the magnificent 
Sodwana Bay area. 

For some of  the community, 

it might appear rather daunt-
ing – a case of  jumping in at 
the deep end. However, for a 
couple of  weeks Jacobs went 
out daily, chatting to parents 
and children. 

He had some convincing to 
do. The sea, after all, can be 
scary when you have never 

been on a surfboard. 
Some of  the children still 

have to be taught to swim 
before they can take on the 
challenges of  the ocean. 

“We do not force them into 
the water. Some of  the very 
young kids play in the sand a 
couple of  times before coming 

into the water.”
While the youngest child 

is only four, the general focus 
is on kids between seven and 
17 years of  age. Many of  the 
children work as boat hands or 
car guards. 

Asked about his star pupils, 
he mentions Ayanda Ncube, 

17, and John, 15. The latter 
refuses to give Jacobs his Zulu 
name. Why? “He is afraid I will 
pronounce it wrongly and the 
other kids will laugh at me.” 

It seems in addition to 
learning to surf, John is being 
protective of  his mentor, and 
would hate to hear him being 

sniggered at by the other boys.
Several people around 

South Africa have donated 
surfboards and other equip-
ment. Jacobs took a two-week 
trip around the country at 
his own expense, to touch the 
hearts of  those able to bring 
joy to the children in this way.  
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Avid surfer helps children take on new challenge in riding waves
SAVE KZN

This series focuses 
on people who are 
making a difference in 
their communities. If 
you know of someone 
who is a change-
maker in your society, 
e-mail: tribunenews@
inl.co.za with their 
details.Jurgen Jacobs is doing his bit to uplift the lives of his community by teaching children to surf.
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Durban municipality’s failure to effectively enforce Problem Building By-laws has incensed residents of Kiaat Place in Umgeni Park where this partly-
demolished house has been taken over by vagrants and allegedly used as a refuge by criminals.   PICTURE BONGANI MBATHA

DISGRUNTLED resi- 
dents of  Umgeni 
Park have criticised 
the municipality for 

not dealing with “problem 
buildings” in the area, includ-
ing a partly-demolished home 
that has been taken over by 
vagrants and prostitutes.

For five years, residents 
of  Kiaat Place have pleaded 
with eThekwini Municipality 
to deal with the house, which 
they believe is a major source 
of  crime.

They say the city is failing 
to enforce relevant by-laws.

The city passed the Problem 
Building By-law in 2015 to hold 
property owners accountable 
for abandoned and derelict 
structures across the city.

When a building becomes a 
problem, the by-law requires 
the municipality to serve 
a written notice giving 
the owner a time-frame to 
fix or demolish the build-
ing. Once the legal processes 
have been followed, the city 
can demolish buildings at the 
expense of  the owner. 

Last year, Tozi Mthethwa, 

city spokesperson, promised 
that a multi-disciplinary oper-
ational team of  metro police 
officers, water and sanitation 
and urban management repre-
sentatives would conduct wide-
spread operations to address 
problem buildings in the city, 

including Kiaat Place.
One resident questioned 

whether the owner of  the 
home at 10 Kiaat Place had 
even been served with a 

demolition notice.
“I just cannot get a response 

from any department to where 
we are with this. I am desper-
ate, and I don’t know who to 

contact anymore. We need this 
house to be demolished,” said 
Stuart Harris.

“We could never sell our 
properties with this eyesore 
next door. 

“My house and other 
houses around this property 
get robbed on a regular basis, 
from clothes on washing lines 
to alcohol in the fridges,” said 
Harris, adding that local home-
owners had spent a fortune on 
security and electric fencing 
just to protect their properties 
and families.

In 2014, Captain Basil 
Naidoo was shot dead in a com-

plex behind 10 Kiaat Place after 
responding to a house robbery. 

At the time, a senior offi-
cer remarked the house should 
be demolished, “but it still 
stands”, said Harris.

David Ritch questioned 
whether the new legislation 
was effective enough to deal 
with errant property owners.

“We got as far as the health 
department getting the owner 
to cut the grass, but after that 
nothing further was done.

“What I don’t understand 
is how the owner got away 
with this for so many years. 
He must be protected in some 

way as legal notices have been 
served on him but not followed 
through,” said Ritch.

Mthethwa said the property 
owner had been served with 
contravention notices. 

“Our enforcement division 
is looking into the matter. 

“The city appeals to prop-
erty owners to ensure that their 
properties are well maintained 
as derelict buildings impact 
negatively on the surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

“Residents can also report 
any illegal activity to the South 
African Police Service and 
metro police,” she said. 

Time 
council 
took 
control
Umgeni Park residents have 
complained for five years about 
derelict house – but to no avail
UMGENI

Unhygienic conditions have worsened at uMlazi’s infamous Glebelands Hostel following labour disputes between 
the eThekwini Municipality and the residents.

TENANTS at uMlazi’s infam-
ous Glebelands Hostel – where 
more than 106 people have 
been killed over the past six 
years – are demanding 
eThekwini Municipality 
hire residents to provide 
cleaning services.

They have complained 
that the municipality has con-
tracted “people from outside” 
to provide this service.

Recently, eThekwini had to 
stop providing cleaning servi-
ces as contracted workers were 
being threatened.

Residents who spoke to City 
Watch this week said the clean-
ing services inside the build-
ings had not been operational 
for more than a month. 

“They (eThekwini) halted 
services for cleaning the hos-
tel blocks, passageways, com-
munal kitchens and ablutions. 
They also stopped emptying 
and washing the rubbish bins 
on each floor, and even stopped 
providing black bin bags,” said 
one who asked not to be named.

Others are now complain-

ing about the worsened and 
unhygienic living conditions.

“Maggots crawl under the 
doors into rooms from over-
flowing bins. People are try-
ing their best to keep their 
blocks clean, but with so many 

residents and the majority 
unemployed, we struggle 
to afford food, let alone 
cleaning materials and bin 

bags,” said the resident.
Human rights activist Van-

essa Burger, who had visited 
there, described the living con-
ditions as unbearable.

She said that to combat the 
extremely high unemployment 
rate and related social ills, hos-
tel residents had for the past 
12 years begged, pleaded and 
cajoled the municipality to 
upskill and employ commun-
ity members to enable them to 
undertake minor repairs and 
maintenance. 

They have also requested 
they be given the first option 
for employment with private 
contractors hired by the muni-
cipality to undertake major 
construction projects at the 
hostels, said Burger.

This request has not just 

been made by Glebelands, but 
by several other Durban hostel 
communities over the years, 
she said.

Instead, the municipality 
insists on using only preferred 
suppliers who are politically 
connected, claimed Burger.

Some of  these service 
providers are not legitimate, 
resulting in an obscene waste 
of  public funds. “This is nei-
ther logical, financially sound 
or socially just.”

Thabane Nyawose, eThek-
wini South hostel manager, 
said hostel dwellers had a meet-
ing during the week. He said 
protesters accepted the explan-
ations and commitments made 
by the municipality to provide 
them with cleaning jobs.

“They have also agreed that 
cleaning services can resume. 
The department is now start-
ing a process of  reporting back 
the outcomes of  negotiations 
to the SA Municipal Workers’ 
and Independent Municipal 
and Allied Trade unions. 

“A staff  meeting will be con-
vened next week to prepare 
going back to Glebe to start the 
work tomorrow.”

Glebelands besieged by maggots as labour dispute sees waste pile up at hostel
UMLAZI

‘Raw sewage is 
spilling into our 
front entrance’
CITY

Ineffective maintenance of a municipal sewerage facility at the Medigate 
Medical Centre in uMhlanga is posing a health hazard, say business 
owners. PICTURE: SIBONISO MNGADI


