
ELIZABETH Saba Ngcobo is 
dedicated to making a differ-
ence in the lives of  girls.
She has taken the veil, and is 
known (and loved) as Sister 
Saba.
Those who admire her said 
her daily schedule is hectic, 
with people turning to her for 
assistance, from dealing with 
snakebites to counselling those 
in distress. 

Sister Saba is the deputy 
principal at Eqinisweni Pri-
mary School, in Amatikwe, 
Inanda, where she helps mould 
the lives of  her learners. But it 
is perhaps her work with the 
Mentoring and Empowerment 
Programme for Young Women 
(Memprow) which defines her.

That said, Sister Saba does 
not confine her love and talents 
just to girls. “I love working 
with the youth, boys and girls, 
more especially at this age and 
time, due to their vulnerabil-
ity,” she said.

Memprow International 
was founded in 2008 by Ugan-
dan gender and social develop-
ment specialist Dr Hilda 
Tadria, who felt it was cru-
cial to address the pervasive 
devaluation of  girls and young 
women.

The organisation has since 
found root in Botswana, Zam-
bia, Zimbabwe and South 
Africa – as a result of  Naledi 

Makasi’s meeting with Tadria 
in Zambia, which led to her 
desire to set up a South African 
chapter.

This happened in October 
2014. Shortly thereafter the 
local organisation received a 
start-up grant from UN Women 

(a global champion for gender 
equality) for a year.

Telling us about her own 
background, Sister Saba said 

she was born and grew up in 
KwaSwayimane, Mbava, where 
she matriculated at Masijabule 
High School. 

“I joined the Daughters of  
Charity of  the Sacred Heart  

of  Jesus (a congregation 
started in France in 1823), mak-
ing my first vows in December 
1989.”

She worked with young 
people and also did hospital 
ministry at Edendale Hospital. 

In 2000 she qualified with a 
bachelor degree and honours 
in education. Rather than join 
a “fancy school” as a teacher, 
she chose to teach at a farm 
school – Sibongumbovu Com-
bined School, at Cedara in the 
Midlands of  KZN. 

In 2005 she moved to 
Eqinisweni, where she is still 
based.

“I am finishing my master’s 
in philosophy of  education at 
St Augustine College of  South 
Africa (Catholic University of  
South Africa),” she said. “My 
topic is Exploring Sexuality 
Education in Primary Schools 
in South Africa: A Gender Per-
spective.”

It was through her co-super-
visor at St Augustine College, 
Dr Terry Sacco, that Sister 
Saba first learnt of  Memprow 
South Africa. 

As she shared with Sacco 
her passion to empower girls 
and to challenge gender 
emphasis that often sees them 
oppressed, she was steered in 
the direction of  this outreach.

Sister Saba said Memprow 
had trained 10 mentors, who 
in turn would be helping to 
run a workshop from April 3-6 
for 70 girls between the ages of  
12 and 17. 

“These girls are from vari-
ous schools around Inanda,” 
she said. 

Eqinisweni Primary School 
will be used as a centre for 
meetings during school holi-
days, with the focus on training 
and uplifting girls. 

At the heart of  all meetings 
will be the issue of  gender-
based violence, gender inequal-
ity and other forms of  abuse 
“that oppress and discrimin-
ate against girls and young 
women”, said Sister Saba. 

“We want to encourage 
them to pursue their right to 
education, knowledge, per-
sonal and social power, and 
economic stability, and to live 
in a violence-free society.”

Being a facilitator for Mem-
prow SA is fascinating for this 
nun, who has an enormous 
heart. 

“I do my level best to be of  
assistance to all who come to 
me seeking help and advice, 
or just to listen to their stories 
and give moral support, or sug-
gest professional help,” said 
Sister Saba.
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Many things to many people, but helping women is her passion
SAVE KZN

This series focuses 
on people who are 
making a difference in 
their communities. If 
you know of someone 
who is a change-
maker in your society, 
e-mail: tribunenews@
inl.co.za with their 
details.

Sister Saba is dedicated to helping girls and young women. Some of the 
mentors participate in an exercise and write their thoughts on how they 
can make a difference.
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ITS ALL systems go as con-
struction work begins, that 
will see Durban’s Beachfront 
promenade extended. 

This week, eThekwini 
Municipality hosted a sod 
turning ceremony attended 
by city leaders, developers, 
officials and Mayor Zandile 
Gumede.

The 750m promenade forms 
part of  the R3.5 billion Point 
Waterfront Development.

The promenade, is to 
be extended from uShaka  
to Vetch’s Pier. This will allow 
people to walk all the way 
to the harbour entrance. 

The improvement 
phase of  the project is 
mooted to cost around 
R300m, with improvements 
expected to existing infra-
structure around the beach-
front. 

Bevarah Soban, chief  exec-
utive of  the Durban Point 
Development Company, said 
the extension would take 
the Golden Mile to a whole 
new level, with significant 
improvements to the change 
rooms, ablution and staff  
facilities.

“The extension of  the 
promenade will not only bene-
fit developers but also the gen-
eral public, including beach 
strollers. 

“The rejuvenated promen-
ade will provide them with 
better access to the beach to 

view our beautiful sea and 
surrounding areas which are 
also going to be renewed,” said 
Soban.

The construction of  an 
amphitheatre for beach events 
is expected to be completed 
and open by next year.

This is expected to be fol-
lowed by the first phase of  
the Point Waterfront Develop-
ment plan, which will see the 
city aimimg to unlock major 
investment, including a resi-
dential tower, retail mall and 
a hotel.

Gumede said she was 
excited about the project as 
job opportunities would be 

created. It was anticipated 
that the development would 
make an impact on the city’s 
rates revenue .

“This sod-turning cere-
mony is evidence and an indi-
cation of  how much impact we 
can make in advancing radical 
economic transformation if  
we work together. 

“This development impacts 
on and contributes to our 
overall agenda of  strategic 
investment, with the pur-
pose of  stimulating economic  
activity, creating jobs and 
improving lives of  our people,” 
she said.

“The addition provided by 
the Point Waterfront Develop-
ment to the tourism of  Durban 
will indeed be significant. 
This will also make a size-
able impact in diversifying 
our range of  existing tourism 
products in Durban.”

TWO months after two lamp 
posts were knocked down in 
Bayview, little has changed. 
The lamp posts remain on the 
side of  the road, obstructing 
pedestrians. No one from the 
eThekwini Municipality has 
removed them, despite reports 
to the city. 
Concerned motorist Stanley 
Singh reported the matter to 
the electricity customer care 
unit by e-mail, but he was told 
they were unable to assist. 
He was directed to go to the 
nearest customer care service 
instead. 
The response from the city 
has left Singh fuming as he 
felt the e-mail was sufficient 
and should have since seen 
the matter escalated to the 
relevant department using 
his e-mail as the basis of  the 
complaint. 

“We are told we need to 
report and bring to 
the attention of  the 
municipality any-

thing that requires 
their intervention but when 
we do they send you to do 
their job. 
“What is the e-mail address 
for customer care for if  I still 
need to go to their offices to 
report. I have done my part 
which is to report, they could 
have forwarded my e-mail to 
the relevant department,” he 
said. 

“Their e-mail epitomises 
the poor attitude that eThek-
wini Municipality has towards 
ratepayers.  Those lamp posts 
are an obstruction to pedes-
trians. They should have been 
removed long ago,” said Singh.

City spokesperson Tozi 
Mthethwa said the matter had 
been referred to the electricity 
department.

DURING the Easter 
weekend, some com-
munity churches will 
be holding longer 

than usual services, with 
some all-night vigils in cele-
bration of  the resurrection of  
Jesus Christ.

However, some residents in 
C-section in KwaDabeka, near 
Pinetown, claim they have to 
contend with long, loud servi-
ces, at times, on a daily basis. 

The affected people claim 
the Ark Church on Isomi Drive 
uses musical instruments and 
loudspeakers to enhance wor-
ship sessions. Residents claim 
the church holds services from 

5pm to 10pm every night and 
has been running since last 
year. The say they no longer 
live in peace or enjoy the com-
fort of  their homes due to the 

noise.
And they are forced to 

live behind closed doors.
A community member, 

who asked not to be named, 
said their complaints have 
fallen on deaf  ears.

“How can you sleep when 
their loud music is being 
played? Closing your windows 
and doors does not help. 

“We reported this to our 
ward councillor, but he has 
never bothered to intervene. 
We are abused and harassed by 
members of  the church who do 

not live in our area.
“The fact that we live in 

RDP houses does not mean 
people can ignore our rights 
and break by-laws. 

“We are not fools. We are 
not against the word of  God, 
but we can’t stand their noise 

every day,” said another.
Another concern of  the 

residents regarding the church 
is hygiene because the building 
had no running water or toi-
lets. And they also suspected 
the electricity connections 
were illegal. “As a community, 

we were never informed about 
a church being built in our 
neigbourhood. The church has 
been built on vacant municipal 
land and it is probably occu-
pied without the city’s permis-
sion.

“It’s not known how they 
find relief  when they are in 
need of  the bathroom because 
there are no toilets in the 
building, they probably use 
the bushes at the behind the 
building.

“Even the structure of  the 
church looks unsafe, it feels 
as if  it could collapse at any-
time, especially when there are 
heavy downpours and winds 
because the building is made 
from wooden panels,” said a 
resident.

“There are also children 
who spend all their time at the 
church. When do these kids 
do their homework and play 
like other children. I wonder 
if  the parents or the pastor 
cares about the education 
of  these kids. “Some angry 
residents said they were fed up 

and threatened to burn down 
the church if  their complaints 
are not attended to in the near 
future.

Pastor LM Mtolo, head of  
the Ark Church, said he was 
unaware of  the complaints and 
denied that services were held 
daily.

“I am really shocked 
and I don’t understand why 
they would not approach me 
because I am approachable. We 
only held daily services dur-
ing this month, in preparation 
for the Easter weekend, which 
only lasted for two hours,” said 
Mtolo

“We don’t have members 
who relieve themselves in the 
bushes. Instead, we used toilets 
from the nearby Lethukuthula 
Centre, and our electricity is 
also connected to the centre.”

eThekwini Municipality 
spokesperson Tozi Mthethwa 
said no complaints from 
residents had yet been received 
and she requested more details 
for further investigations to be 
undertaken.

Long, noisy services must end
Concern as charismatic church 
congregates in residential area, 
writes Siphelele Buthelezi
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Ark Church on Isomi Drive, uses musical instruments and loud speakers 
to enhance their sound during worship sessions.

eThekwini Mayor Zandile Gumede and deputy mayor Fawzia Peer delve into construction work at Durban’s beachfront promenade. 
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Siphelele Buthelezi
takes on the biggest 
issues affecting you

Lamp post lying near the street at Westccliff offramp fron Higgison 
highway. 
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