
SAMSON Phakathi deals with 
the cultural sensitivities and 
legal and criminal aspects 
of  poaching with dogs. He 
engages directly with alleged 
poachers, encouraging them to 
instead take up legal, environ-
mentally responsible activities 
such as fishing. He deals with 
traditional leaders, schoolchil-
dren and their teachers, pri-
vate landowners, the SAPS and 
the KZN hunting fraternity. He 
is also dedicated to protecting 
grassland habitats and the 
species which call them home. 
Quite a workload!

His work has won him many 
awards including a Lifetime 
Achievement Award by a lead-
ing wildlife NGO, and num-
erous awards by the Endan-
gered Wildlife Trust (EWT). 
Based in Howick in the KZN 
Midlands, Phakathi is a sen-
ior field worker on the EWT’s 
Threatened Grassland Species 
Programme. 

His conservation jour-

ney began in the small 
town of  Wakkerstroom in 
Mpumalanga, where he and 
his siblings spent much time 
with their late father – himself  
an astute hunter. “I grew up 
herding cows and goats along 
the outskirts of  the wetland, 

world-renowned for its abun-
dance of  birds,” Phakathi says.

The catalyst for change in 
his life is amusing. He tells 
how the local community held 
a perception that a “wetland 
bull” – dangerous to humans – 
lived in these beautiful waters. 

After completing matric in 1999 
at Utaga Combined School, 
Phakathi was determined to 
confront this frightening crea-
ture. “To my surprise, I dis-
covered it was a white-winged 
flufftail – only about 8cm long, 
but with a call that resembles 

that of  a bull!” he laughed. 
That was the moment 

when he realised there was 
an important need to bridge 
the information gap about bio-
diversity conservation among 
the local community. “I have 
spent the last 18 years of  my 

working life walking this 
very important journey.”

He explains that in some 
communities they believe 
using dogs to flush, chase 
and hunt game is an authen-
tic practice, as historically 
the Zulu nation organised 
an annual hunt (an inqina) 
where elderly men and boys 
went on a week-long hunt-
ing trip. “They targeted 
mainly old rams which had 
been chased from the herd 
by the young, strong rams. 

The inqina was a controlled 
form of  hunting, as it only took 
place during the non-breeding 
season.”

Old traditions have decayed, 
and now people of  different 
races go out with packs of  
dogs ranging from 30 upward. 
“There is also an element of  
gambling, which is difficult 
to deal with,” he explains. 
Because a wide network is 
involved, the poachers may not 
even come from the area where 
animals are being poached. 
“The livestock of  local com-
munities is also often killed or 
stolen.”

Phakathi stresses the 
importance of  using the cor-
rect channels. The local induna 
or traditional authority is 
always his first port of  call. He 

plans carefully, so his engage-
ment does not come across 
as disregarding local beliefs 
or views, but gives people an 
opportunity to share their own 
views.

In order to gain the locals’ 
trust, Phakathi has taken time 
to understand the different cul-
tures and correct approaches. 
“I spend a great deal of  time 
listening about what people 
hold dearly in their lives, and 
somehow put myself  in their 
shoes, so they can relate to me 
better.” 

Allowing poachers an 
opportunity to develop solu-
tions themselves is helpful. He 
asks them about the animals 
they hunt, and whether they 
are less abundant than before, 
and then asks them to picture 

their area without any game. 
This approach means that 
people are willing to engage.

He maintains it is difficult 
to assess the impact he might 
be making but admits that, due 
to his engagement with them, 
poachers have themselves 
taken a lead in responsible fish-
ing, and have organised fishing 
competitions during holidays 
where poaching tends to be rife 
in KZN.

On a typical day Phakathi 
will address a community and 
run workshops where people 
are encouraged to take the 
lead.

SOME La Mercy residents are 
upset with an objection raised 
by an eThekwini Municipality 
roads department official about 
their installation of  boom 
gates at the main entrance to 
the neighbourhood in order to 
curb escalating crime.

Neighbourhood safety and 
security head Sandheel Maha-
raj said La Mercy residents 
wanted a boom-gate con-
trol point to monitor road 
traffic. 

Maharaj said a city offi-
cial approached the contractor 
on the day the booms were 
being installed and said they 
should be removed. 

The installation has been 
completed but the booms are 
yet to become operational.

“Our community was upset 
with the action of  the city  
official and we voiced our  
disapproval with protest 

action,” Maharaj said. “The 
ratepayers and civic associ-
ation have engaged with the 
mayor’s office about the issue. 

“Our biggest concern is that 
there are no dedicated police 
vehicles to adequately service 
the coastal sector. This applies 
to SAPS Tongaat as well as 
metro police. 

“Recently we had an armed 
robbery on Eden Rose Walk 
in La Mercy, where a 9-year-

old child was shot in the 
abdomen. La Mercy has 
been a constant target for 

house robberies.”
He said residents were 

disappointed with the official’s 
actions because they were con-
fident the boom gate would 
yield positive results. 

“Three years ago, the com-
munity resorted to placing 
cones at the entrance and this 
resulted in the drastic reduc-
tion of  crime. In some months, 
no crime was reported.

“In order to improve secur-
ity, especially after the recent 
shooting incident, a resolution 

was taken to install a boom.
“We don’t intend to restrict 

access to the area, but rather 

opt to exercise vigilance. The 
SAPS has openly invited any 
legal measures to combat 
crime,” Maharaj said.

Ward councillor Geoffrey 
Pullan said he was not aware 
of  the official’s objections, but 
the closure of  a public road 
was not allowed. 

Pullan advised that if  
residents wished to mon-
itor traffic in the area they 
should place road cones at the 
entrance and ensure a security 
guard was posted there.

eThekwini Municipality 
spokesperson Tozi Mthethwa 
said the Road Traffic Act 
applied in this regard and no 
person was allowed to place 
an obstruction within the road 
reserve.

She said the municipality 
was not aware of  the boom gate 
at La Mercy. 

“The city would not permit 
such an obstruction. We are 
not aware who erected it nor 

was the city consulted in this 
matter. We have in the past 
received complaints regarding 
other boom gates and have had 
them removed,” she said.

Mthethwa advised that com-
munities should:

• Not support any installa-
tion that constituted a restric-
tion to traffic flow.

• Not support any instal-
lation that would be seen as 
a restriction to the right of  
access on a public road.

• Not support any perma-
nent structures or installations 
on the roadside or verge.

• Oppose any structure or 
installation that compromised 
road-user safety including ped-
estrian safety in any form.

If  a formal complaint was 
lodged with the city’s eThek-
wini Transport Authority in 
respect of  any such installa-
tion, the authority would inves-
tigate and take the necessary 
action, Mthethwa said.
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AS UNCOLLECTED garbage 
piles for a second week up 
on pavements in Sherwood,  
Chesterville, Mayville and 
Bonela, the concern of  
residents, schools and busi-
nesses in the affected areas 
is growing.  

They say the stench and 
mounds of  garbage are a grow-
ing health hazard.  

DA ward 30 councillor War-
ren Burne said he was aware 
of  the problem and the frus-
trations of  residents, but his 
formal complaint to the eThek-
wini Municipality’s city man-
ager this week did not receive 
a response. 

Burne said the cause of  the 
uncollected garbage seemed 
to be that some of  the refuse 
collection contractors had not 
been paid.

“I also heard that someone’s 
truck had broken down. I don’t 
know whether it was a DSW 
(Durban Solid Waste) truck or 
a private contractor’s,” he said.

About the non-collection of  
refuse, he said, it was only in 
Bonela and in the Habitat For 
Humanity part of  Sherwood. 

“In Bonela, I saw DSW col-
lecting the domestic refuse 
early on Sunday. I expected 

refuse in the Habitat For 
Humanity area would also 
be collected, but that does 
not seem to have happened. 

I don’t know why,” he said. 
A resident at 45th Cutting in 

Sherwood said the unattended 
waste attracted flies and dis-
eases were spread this way. 

Ratepayers deserved ser- 
vices equal to their contri- 
bution, he said. 

eThekwini spokesperson 
Tozi Mthethwa confirmed 
a disruption of  services by 
the cleansing and solid waste 
unit in Mayville, Chesterville, 
Bonela and Sherwood, but did 
not give further details.

“The problem has been 
addressed and services are 
back to normal. There is a 
backlog. We ask residents to 
be patient.” – Nkululeko Nene

THE LONG overdue 
renovation  of  the 
Rachel Finlayson 
Pool on North Beach 

has again come to a standstill, 
after repair work first began 
in 2015.

Then, the eThekwini Muni-
cipality moved with haste to 
upgrade the pool, which is a 
Durban landmark, because it 
was earmarked to be used for 
aquatics events during 
the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games, which the city 
hoped to host.

According to the city’s plan-
ning projections for the games, 
R4 million was set aside for 
upgrades to the pool.

However, after all the hype 
around the games coming to 
Durban and the financial boon 
it would bring, Durban’s bid to 
host the international sporting 
event collapsed last year. This 
was due largely to the national 
government’s refusal to pro-
vide the required financial 
guarantees that would have 
secured the bid.

Ever since the excitement 
around the Commonwealth 
Games evaporated, there 
has been no news on when 
repair work at one of  Durban’s 

long-standing attractions 
would be completed.

When City Watch visited 
the pool this week there were 
no workmen or work in prog-
ress visible.

The pool was partially filled 
with water from recent rains 
and the grass patches around 
the pool area are now over-
grown  with weeds.

Residents and visitors have 
lodged numerous complaints 
with city officials about the 
unkempt state of  the pool, but 
their concerns are yet to be 
addressed.

When the work halted 
early last year, the city’s spokes-
person, Tozi Mthethwa, said 
the renovation was stopped so 
the city could have time to pro-
cure a finishing contract and 
implement it within the latest 
financial year.

Mthethwa also said the 
renovations posed a significant 
challenge as the full scope of  
the repair work to be under-
taken could only be deter-
mined once the concrete walls 
and floors of  the pool were 
exposed to mitigate or elimin-
ate the significant amount of  
daily water loss.

She did not indicate the 
budget the city had set aside 
for the required repair work.

North Beach Ward council-
lor Conrad Dlamini said he 
was not aware of  a stoppage of  
work and promised to get full 
details on the matter.

DA Proportional Represent-
ative Councillor Nicole Gra-
ham said a site meeting had 
been held last week and the 
pool repairs were meant to be 
completed by the end of  April.

“The contractors are clearly 
not on site and numerous visits 
to the site have found it com-
pletely empty with no work-
men about. I have been probing 
this issue since 2016. 

“The project has already 
run millions of  rand over 
budget and now it is years 
behind schedule.

“Our beachfront is becom-

ing more of  a mess, tourists are 
abandoning Durban at a rapid 
rate and people who live in the 
area deserve much better. It’s 
unacceptable,” said Graham.

Mthethwa this week 
insisted that the contractor 
was on site, despite the fact 
that City Watch visited the site 
to find the construction empty.  
She said the construction of  

the pool had not been halted 
and it should be completed in 
July 2018.

“The Rachel Finlayson 
swimming pool is undergoing 
structural refurbishment. The 
contractor is currently on site. 
Please note that this comple-
tion date might change as con-
struction is dependent on the 
weather,” she said.

City bathers left high and dry
Work appears to have stopped 
at Rachel Finlayson pool – again

NORTH BEACH

SHERWOOD
Community bid to fight crime by erecting boom gates falls foul of council

La Mercy residents installed boom gates at the entrance to the suburb in 
order to curb escalating crime, but the eThekwini Municipality says the 
booms must be removed.  Picture: SIBONISO MNGADI

CITY

Uncollected garbage a 
hazard, residents worry

There is no indication as to when the renovation of the Rachel Finlayson pool on Durban’s North Beach will be finished. 
 PICTURE: BONGANI MBATHA/ AFRICA NEWS AGENCY (ANA) 

Garbage piles up for a second week on the sidewalk at 45th Cutting in 
the Durban suburb of Sherwood.  PICTURE: ZANELE ZULU

Educating communities about environmental conservation
MYRTLE RYAN

This series focuses 
on people who are 
making a difference in 
their communities. If 
you know of someone 
who is a change-
maker in your society, 
e-mail: tribunenews@
inl.co.za with their 
details.

Samson with some of the tools of his trade. He also offers talks to schools on the importance of preserving wildlife.


